
Thought for the Day, Luke 5.1-11 

 The themes in this part of the gospel according to St. Luke around 

trust, call, discipleship, abundance, discouragement, risk, and 

persistence seem very appropriate for where we are today, as we stand 

on the threshold of new Ministry Areas.  

 For the last two years the patterns of our lives have changed.  

Things are not the same, worship has changed and there are many 

familiar faces still missing and few new faces to welcome.  Covid has 

taken its toll on everyone, some more deeply than others, but we can all 

identify with, at least at times, having a feeling of emptiness.  For many 

of us that has been through not being able to see loved ones, not being 

able to say goodbye properly and for us as Christians the locked church 

doors, staying at home on Sundays, not being able to pray together and 

having no sermon to engage with.  

 This reading from Luke can be heard as an acknowledgment of 

that emptiness as well as an encouragement for the future and 

discipleship. The nets are empty and then become full. Unlike Mark and 

Matthew, Luke sets the call of the disciples in context.  Here they don’t 

act immediately.  The context is important to Luke.  The disciples are 

called whilst hearing about the teaching of Jesus and witnessing an act 

of God. 

 The narrative begins with Jesus being surrounded by a crowd of 

people eager to hear his teaching.  In order to do so he gets into 

Simon’s boat.  Simon and his fellow fisherman are cleaning their nets 

after a pretty disappointing night’s work.  They are probably exhausted, 

fed up and maybe a bit cross and worried.  How will they feed their 

families? Despite all this when Jesus asks Simon to sail a little way from 

the shore he does so.  

 We are told that Jesus sits down in the boat and teaches the 

crowd.  Luke doesn’t elaborate on what Jesus says, but we know from 

earlier passages that Jesus is considered a good teacher and people 

are listening to him.  So, it’s safe to assume that Simon and his fellow 

fishermen learn from Jesus, alongside the crowd.  

 When Jesus has finished speaking he turns his attention to Simon 

and tells him to go into deeper water and let down his nets for a catch.  

Simons responds by saying that they have worked all night but caught 

nothing.  However, he doesn’t question Jesus he simply agrees to do 



what Jesus says. When he does this he suddenly has more fish than he 

can cope with.  He calls his partners and they all haul together, bringing 

in so many fish that both boats are straining under the weight.  

 This act of God is about abundance and care.  The volume of fish 

indicates stability.  It means they can eat now and sell the fish, meaning 

they can eat in the future.  The sheer number of fish posits that God is 

providing for the wider community too. Food security is important.  We 

know that from the work of foodbanks here in Wales as well as initiatives 

across the world.   

 The picture conjured up by Luke’s words is a rich and compelling 

one.  I don’t know if any of you have watched the online series The 

Chosen.  The way this piece of Scripture is depicted in that is wonderful 

and well worth watching. 

 If the story was to end there it would be a glorious expression of 

God’s love, grace and abundance, but there is more. After the gift of 

abundance Jesus tells the men that they are being called.  Their call in 

some ways is similar to their current work, and yet it is different.  Instead 

of fishing for fish, they will now fish for people. They will cast their nets 

and hopefully haul them in full of people with new hope and joy.  

 The fishing metaphor is one that is difficult for us to understand. 

Most of us aren’t fisher folk, our lives are very different. So how do we 

try to understand, how does this call us, weary disciples? 

 In telling the men to throw their nets out Jesus mentions the “deep 

water”. This implies that there may be unexplored areas of potential 

beyond perceived limits of resources, knowledge, and energy.  This is 

hugely significant for us today, at a time when we hear about dwindling 

congregations and closure of churches; at a time when parishes are 

combining and we are walking into the unknown world of Ministry Areas; 

worrying about finances and paying our Parish Share.  

 The interplay between teaching, healing and call set out in Luke’s 

gospel still resonate today, they are words for us as we look to see 

where God is taking us in Roath and Cathays and beyond. They can 

help us shape the questions we need to consider as we move forward.  

 What are we going to learn about the way God works, in the 

coming weeks and months? Like the reference to Jesus’ teaching this is 

not a question about content but about faith. It invites us to focus down, 

to raise our awareness, trusting that God will act. This focus on the 



nature and actions of God remind us of God’s provision and abundance.  

It can help us to look differently at ourselves as individuals and our 

community to identify our next opportunities to minister and serve.   


